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compulsion on the people so thit they should remain in an
Indian Union against their declared and established will.
The Committee recognised that principle, but declared at the
same ti"ve that every effort should he made to create condi*
tions which would help the different units constituting the
country so that they should be able to develop a common and
co-operative national life, Underlying the acceptance of the
principles was the fact that no changes should be made
which resulted in fresh problems being created, and which
led to exercising of compulsion on other substantial groups
in that area. The tertitorial units should have fullest auto-
nomy within the Union, conHsreritly with the principles of
a strong national Stare. Tne British War Cabinet had made
a proposal. It encouraged and would lead to attempts at the
separation of the Indian Stares, as soon as a union had taken
place. It led to triction just when the utmost co-operation
and goodwill were most needed. That proposal had been
perhaps made to meet a communal demand, but it would
have other consequences alsD. It would have encouraged
politically reactionary and obscurantist groups among different
communities to create trouble. It could divert public atten*
tion from the vital issues before the country. The Committee
further said that in the grave crisis of thoee days, it 'was the
past that counted. The proposals for future were important
only so far as they affected the past. In fact the proposals had
been made for the future. But in spite of it they were anxious
to come to some settlement. The aim was that India might
shoulder the burden of her defence worthily. No question
of non-violence was involved, and it had not been mentioned
at any stage. One of the matters discussed was that there
should be an Indian Minister of Defence.
After some discussion Sir Stafford Cripps agreed that
there might be a Defence Department under an Indian
member but the matters to be dealt with by this department
were : public relations, canteens, patroleum, amenities for
troops, social arrangements for foreign missions, etc. But
this was not acceptable to the Congress. The Congress
leaders were also annoyed by the American propaganda of
the British propagandists. The Muslim League waited for
others to express their opinions, and then for its own reasons
rejected the proposals. But even the League leaders could